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AT last something is going to be done for the further- 
ance of Materia Medica study. The old societies, as we 
have pointed out, are too much occupied with collateral 
affairs to give more than a fractional part of their 
attention to Materia Medica proper. But the homeo- 
pathic revival has for some time demanded something 
more than this. And this demand is now apparently to 
be met. 

During the last month a little club has been established 
in London whose whole and sole aim will be the study 
and development of Materia Medica. Any point bearing 
upon the action of drugs will be fit subject for the Club’s 
deliberations, in whatever department of medicine or 
surgery it may have been observed, and this applies to 
animal medicine and surgery as well as human. As 
Mr. HURNDALL has pointed out—and Dr. MAHONEY this 
month corroborates—the importance of observations of 
drug action on animals cannot be overrated, and must 
not be overlooked. Therefore duly qualified veterinary 
homeopaths will be welcome as members of the new 
Club. The same welcome is also extended to qualified 
dentists. 

The one stipulation the founders of the new Club make 
is, that membership should only be open to those homeo- 
paths who have “ cut the painter ”—who have severed 
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their connection with the allopathic body and put their 
names in the Homeopathic Directory. 

The sessions will be the same as the usual medical year, 
beginning in October and continuing to the end of June. 
The meetings will take place twice a month. In this, 
way, it is believed, a living interest will be kept up in the 
proceedings of the new association and in the development 
of Materia Medica study. 

For homeopathy is Materia Medica. The only reason 
for the existence of a separate homeopathic body lies in 
the fact that a homeopath can do better work than one 
who does not know homeopathy. Unless our increase in 
the knowledge of medicines and their indications and 
increase of skill in applying the knowledge increases pari 
passu with the aroused interest in homeopathy taken by 
the country at large, there will be no solid advance. For 
this reason it is essential that wherever a sufficient number 
of homeopaths exist in a district, societies such as the new 
Club should be formed. 

The Club has been inaugurated by a few friends and 
admirers of the late Dr. ROBERT THOMAS COOPER, whose 
name it has been unanimously decided that the Club shall 
bear. The late Dr. COOPER gathered about him a little 
coterie of congenial brother medicos for the purpose of 
mutual discussion of Materia Medica topics, such as the 
new Club bearing his name intends to perpetuate. COOPER 
was one of those followers of HAHNEMANN who accepted 
in the fullest sense the liberty HAHNEMANN won for the 
science and practice of medicine. He entered fields which 
to some of his colleagues appeared outside the boundary 
of the law of similars, but it was only to add more 
territory to the empire of HAHNEMANN. COOPER demon- 
strated that the question of drug-impacts—the word 
“dose ” means so many things that its use must be 
avoided when clear thought is essential—was of more 
importance in many cases than the question of attenuation. 

COoPER’S contribution in this direction to the many 
problems awaiting solution must not be lost, and it will 
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be one of the Club's aims to bring the united experi- 
ence of its members to bear on the elucidation of these 
problems. 

Like HAHNEMANN himself, COOPER was a naturalist in 
a pre-eminent degree. The forces and products of Nature 
were felt as friends by both. CoopER’s love for plants 
and plant life was one of his chief characteristics ; and 
any one who had seen him lovingly take in a plant’s 
character as he contemplated it in Kew Gardens will 
easily understand how remedies were more to him than 
they are to most. 

But though Cooper worked, perhaps, mainly with plant 
remedies, it must not be forgotten that he was no less at 
home with the powers of minerals and high potencies. In 
like manner the Cooper Club will not be the appanage 
of any one branch of homeopathic work to the exclusion 
of others. In fact, in taking his name the Club guarantees 
that exclusiveness and negativeness will form no part of 
its make up. The only right line to take, as BURNETT said, 
is to“ try to cure everything .” Those homeopaths who are 
always trying to please allopaths by telling them what 
homeopathy can't do will find no congenial atmosphere in 
the Cooper Club. 

This was made plain in the opening address of the first 
President, Dr. CLARKE, given at his residence, 8, Bolton 
Street, where the meetings are temporarily held. The 
Vice-Presidents are Dr. PULLAR and Mr. HURNDALL, and 
the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer is Dr. LE HUNTE 
Cooper. The annual subscription is 10s. 6d. The elec- 
tion is by the Council of the Club on the proposal and 
seconding of two members. We trust the Club will 
achieve the success its promoters aim at, and will set 
an ensample for other centres to follow. 


